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Mission  

We encourage people, organizations and communities to change their lives by developing 
effective giving and social investments.  

BCause Foundation is an expert organisation, a recognised leader with more than 20 years of 
experience at national and international level (since 1995) We offer people and companies a 
choice of causes that are important to them, safe and easy mechanisms for donating 
(money, effort and time) and satisfaction from the benefits for the society. We focus donor 
resources and contribute to the financial and organisational strengthening of civil 
organisations and public institutions such as schools, public libraries, museums and parks. 
We promote and support charitable causes. We help donors and social entrepreneurs with 
customized services with high added value. We influence giving policies and culture and 
social investment through research, government consulting, promotion of best practices and 
special communication projects. 

We actively work for achieving advance on the Sustainable Development Goals of the Global 
Compact. 

 

Memberships 

BCause Foundation is a member of Transnational Giving Europe, Euclid Network, Global 
Social Enterprise Network, and an associate member of the CAF Global Alliance. 

In Bulgaria BCause is a founding member of the Bulgarian Donors' Forum, the UN Global 
Compact and the Bulgarian Network, Social Enterprise Forum in Bulgaria and a member of 
the American Chamber of Commerce in Bulgaria, the Bulgarian Business Leaders Forum, the 
Civil Participation Forum and the British- Bulgarian Business Association (BBBA). 

BCause Foundation was founded on 16th November 1995. Registration number № 
20021107001 in the Central register for legal entities with nonprofit aims working in public 
benefit.  
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INTRODUCTION 
2019 was a year of hard work and increased results in all areas of work of the foundation. 
More money received. More visibility. More support for children, young people, the elderly 
people, and enterpreneurs. More confidence that giving is becoming part of everyday life of 
people in Bulgaria and that many people trust our experience and expertise, the causes we 
support and the user-friendly instruments our hard-working team provides them with. The 
stories of the year are numerious. The incredible women from #Forthegood who managed to 
be active here and now with their mission and three campaigns for improving the hospital 
environment, before the Covid-19 crisis struck us and the whole of Bulgaria learnt about their 
superpowers. For the recepies from yet another “Summer for Joy, Autumn for Care”: for fish 
soup, for pain relief or for business, that will help you stay where you were born. The children 
of Tutrakan gave us the fish soup recipy, the old women from Valkosel received the pain relief 
recipies from the doctors, and the business recipies smelled of tahini, flowers and hand-made 
soap. For the regular donations, so vital to the NGOs but also to us, donors, so that we can 
feel sterling in our everyday lives. That’s why we want to thank our regular donors of small, 
but regular amounts through the DMS 17777 monthly subsripctions, as well as the new 
payroll donors from Sofia to Troyan – this year they also supported new causes. For the 
companies who transferred their employees engagement online to the companies’s pages at 
platformata.bg. For the anniversary of the CAF World Giving Index, which demonstrates that 
our hope is rooted in young people. On a different note, that was Rinker’s year. The center, 
founded at BCause Foundation, dedicated to entrepreneurship and sustainable growth. This 
year many dreams were shared with us. Hundreds of them, to be more precise. We made it 
possible for some of them to become actual plans. Browse through the 2019 stories and 
reach to us, so that we can start making new ones! 

Elitsa Barakova 

Executive director 
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SUPPORTING CORPORATE GIVING 
 

We support individual and corporate donors by providing safe and easy-to-use giving tools, 
bringing them closer to charities, advising them in the process of selecting their cause, 
monitoring the effectiveness of giving and providing regular reports. 

 

TAILOR-MADE CORPORATE PROGRAMS  
BCause supports companies in designing and planning specific social and environmental CSR 
programs, tailored to their local communities, employees and corporate CSR goals. We 
support their employee community engagement initiatives through payroll giving and 
volunteering, and assist with measuring outcomes and setting new development goals. 

Total budget of corporate programs: BGN 525782,65 

For the fifth consecutive year we implemented the community development program for 
Philip Morris Bulgaria, and for the third consecutive year we worked with Paysafe Bulgaria 
on their community investment projects.  In total, 17 companies have еntrusted us with the 
development and management of their corporate giving and volunteering programs, 
investing in the development of both communities and environment - including CIBANK EAD 
(currently UBB), BNP Paribas, GVC Services, JTI intl, Bulstrad, PPD Bulgaria, Tupperware and 
others. 

For the twelfth year in a row, BCause is the charity partner for Amcham’s Annual 
Thanksgiving Charity Dinner & Auction – in 2019, funds were raised to support the education 
and professional development of disadvantaged young people.  

 

Summer for Joy, Autumn for Care Program 
Corporate partner: PHILIP MORIS BULGARIA 

In June, the fifth consecutive edition of our joint Summer for Joy, Autumn for Care Program 
began together with Philip Moris Bulgraia. The program is being implemented to support 
communities in the tobacco-growing regions of the country and includes an Educational-
adventure Academies for Children in grades 1-7, free on-site medical examinations for 
elderly people and support for young local entrepreneurs. 
We relied on cooperation with Future Now 2006 Community Centre and Do Good 
Aleksandrovska Foundation of Aleksandrovska Hospital to implement the program. 
We worked in 23 populated places – Satovcha, Valkosel, Kochan, Slashten, Pletena, 
Ablanitsa, Tsar Samuil, Strandzhevo, Nova Cherna, Benkovski, Silen, Chernik, Iskra, 
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Chakalarovo, Okorosh, Pravda, Karamantsi, Shishmanovo, Stambolovo, Yasenkovo, 
Branichevo, as well as the towns Tutrakan, Krumovgrad, Hadzhidimovo, Dulovo. 
 
649 children between 6 and 14 years participated in 30 Educational-adventure Academies in 
20 villages and towns which they had the opportunity to develop their potential and talents. 
The children have significantly improved their emotional intelligence, communication, 
teamwork and self-organizational skills. In the academy, children explore their emotional 
world, communicate without aggression, and connect with nature and the world around 
them. The children from 5 academies met with 3 children's writers, who introduced them to 
the magic of writing; we organized the meetings in partnership with I Readonline media. A 
group of 13 teachers from the Dulovo region participated in an intensive three-day course in 
November in order to enhance their skills in using the non-formal education methods used in 
the Academies and to apply them in their work during the school year. 

A new element in the programme was the Teachers’ Academy which gave the participants 
innovative instruments for working, based on non-formal education, learning, based on 
experience, intelligence and self-organized learning. A total of 41 teachers took part in two 
training sessions in Satovcha and Dulovo. During the mentorship meetings after the trainings 
we found out that 75 % are using self-organized learning and a total of 90% apply systematic 
methods while teaching during the academic year. 
 
In partnership with the Do Good Alexandrovska Foundation, in August and September, 4687 
free on-site specialized medical examinations were conducted for 1493 elderly people in the 
municipalities of Satovcha, Hadzhidimovo, Krumovgrad, Kirkovo, Tutrakan, Sitovo, Dulovo, 
Stambolovo, Harmanli, Mineral Bani, Kaolinovo and Venets. 
 
 
During the preparation for The Local Entrepreneurs Academy we held informational 
meetings at 15 places with a total of more than 150 participants. We received a total of 50 
applications, 31 projects were invited to an interview and 14 of them were accepted to 
participate in the trainings with a total of 25 participants. 13 teams developed business plans 
and reached the final stage where they presented their ideas to the jury. 4 teams received 
financing – 1 of BGN 10000 and 3 of BGN 5000. The programme attracted many promising 
teams and people with great ideas, who are capable of turning them into a sustainable 
business. This is due to the fact that the programme is becming more and more recognizable 
with consecutive year. 

Program budget: USD 175 287 
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Talent Connections Program 
BNP Paribas 

In 2018-2019 we implemented the first year of the two-year program Talent Connections, 
financed by BNP Paribas within the international program of the company for art support 
DreamUp. 

The program aims at supporting the development and the social integration of children, 
deprived of parental care and young people with intellectual disabilities through various 
activities, emotionally engaging the participants and developing a positive attitude towards 
life.  BCause Foundation included Dechica Foundation and Projext Northwest Foundation in 
the implementation of the project. 

Dechica Foundation helps children and young people, deprived of parental care, to improve 
their achievements and motivation at school. A total of 52 children from 4 family-type 
accommodation centers were included. 12 of the children come from Veliko Tarnovo, and 
the rest come from Sofia. 

The activities varied: folk dances, acting and drawing classes, theatre art classes, Bulgarian 
language and literature classes, volunteers and psychologists mentorship program, sexual 
health training course, accommodated to the children’s age, social skills training course. The 
foundation also organized arts camp, creation of a photo-album, activities with volunteers-
employees of BNP Paribas, as well as two public events: a Christmas concert and a closing 
concert of the program in September 2019. As a result, most children significantly improved 
their motivation for learning, their self-esteem, their teamwork skills, their discipline and 
tolerance capacity in their relationships. 
 
The Project Northwest Foundation organized activities for young people with disabilities 
from the Complex for Social Services in Mezdra. Activities with music therapy, working 
therapy and art therapy were held and a total 52 young people took part in them. The team 
of the project presented subjects, produced by the young people, at art charity bazaars, and 
also held festive events and open lessons. Each young person received an personalized plan, 
aiming at their personal growth and more successful integration into society. The results 
include: 
 
- 32% are  passive participants and react vaguely; these are the children and young 

people with more severe disadvantages.  
- 65% of the children and young people demonstrated improvement of the emotional 

status due to the activities 
- 46% of the children and young people demonstrated that thw work positively 

affected their behaviour 
- 41% improved their motor skills to a different degree 31% имат подобрение в 

концентрацията  
- 40% improved their social skills  

 
Program budget: EUR 20 000. 
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Program: Paysafe 
Corporate partner: Paysafe България  

In 2019 the company 
continued its support for the 
“Get ready to Succeed” 
grants, but also chose 
another charity cause, which 
would focus the attention of 
both their employees and 
the society – domestic 
violence. Paysafe donated 
BGN 10000, which were 
distributed between PULSE 
Foundation Pernik and the 
crisis center in Dimitrovgrad, 
managed by “Bulgarian 

Center for Gender Research” Foundation. Both centers used the money to buy much needed 
consumables (mostly for the children) – nappies, food, clothes. The children also received 
books, schoolbooks, as well as different classes. 

Program budget: BGN 10 000  

 

PROGRAMS IN COLLABORATION WITH MEMBERSIP 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Charity Dinner, supporting two of BCause Foundation’s charitable funds 
Partner: American Chamber of Commerce in Bulgaria (AmCham) 

At the end of November 2019, the American Chamber of Commerce in Bulgaria (AmCham) 
raised over BGN 20,000 during the traditional Thanksgiving Charity Event in support of two 
causes: The Scholarship program Get Ready to succeed, as well the We Can Fund for 
disadvantaged young people. 

The event was held for the 16th year in a row, and AmCham is a long-term partner of BCause, 
participating and leading on numerous social projects and initiatives that have attracted 
more than BGN 500 000 in donations over the years. 



2019 Annual Report of BCause Foundation  
 
 

10 
 

At the end of 
November 2019, 
the American 
Chamber of 
Commerce in 
Bulgaria (AmCham) 
raised over BGN 
20,000 during the 
traditional 
Thanksgiving 
Charity Event in 
support of two 
causes: The 
Scholarship 

program Get Ready to succeed, as well the We Can Fund for disadvantaged young people. 

The event was held for the 16th year in a row, and AmCham is a long-term partner of BCause, 
participating and leading on numerous social projects and initiatives that have attracted 
more than BGN 500 000 in donations over the years. 

Amount of the donation: BGN 20 220,00 

 

Partnership with the Bulgarian Network of the UN Global Compact 
The initiative Games 
for Good of the UN 
Global Compact 
gathers Bulgarian 
companies 
employees for the 
third year in a row, 
forming teams who 
dedicate their 
victories to 
charitable causes. 
The games are 
realized in 
partnership with 

BCause Foundation and combine the companies societal engagement and their care for their 
employees’ health, thus turning business into a force for good. 

The games always gather people from various professions, ages and companies: an engineer, 
a designer, a technician, a fitter, a cameraman, a mechanic, a financial specialist, an 
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accountant, a guard, a driver and an IT specialist were among the masters of table tennis this 
year. The participants demonstrated that there is no age limits for sports enthusiasts – the 
middle age of the teams was 51, the youngest participant being 26 and the oldest- 69. 

“I’m extremely happy of the much contested duels that we saw at the table tennis 
tournaments Games for Good at the Arena Asarel Hall. This year the teams were equal and 
this made the games interesting and unpredictable, both in the teams and the individual 
race. The best part was that all contestants were lead by sportsmanship and their common 
goal – the victory of good. I’m proud that the teams’ captains shook their hands and wished 
each other good luck. I hope we are that united in all of our daily life endeavours.” Anelia 
Karova, presiding judge of the tournament, table tennis champion for Bulgaria and specialist 
“Communications” in “Assarel-Medet” commented. The winners in the tournament, Aurubis 
Bulgaria, supported the Medical Treatment and Rehabilitation of Children Fund in the Sredna 
Gora region, managed by BCause Foundation. 

BCause once again participated in the Bazaar of Professions in Sofia Tech Park - part of the 
initiative "Proud of My Parents Work" by the Bulgarian Network of UNGC, which was held for 
the seventh year in a row in 2019. Each year, more than 20 companies open their doors for 
the children of their employees. For the previous 5 years, more than 3,000 children have 
visited offices, production plants, power plants and other 5000 people – children, parents 
and teachers have visited the Bazaars. Specialists from various fields present their profession 
and work to children during the Bazaar of Professions. 

 

CORPORATE VOLUNTEERING 
Several large companies have once again sought the 
assistance of BCause in organizing volunteer days for their 
employees – either for recommending hosting 
organizations, to outlining and planning the whole event. 
Among them were our long-term partners from Bulstrad 
and Bulstrad Life Vienna Insurance Group, City Bulgaria, 
VMware, PPD, GVC Services. 

Bulstrad and Bulstrad Life employees in Bulgaria 
participated in the Social Active Day – an annual charity 
initiative of the companies from the Viena Insurance 
Group. Nearly 300 employees worked in 27 separate 
locations in 19 cities. Among the hosts that were best 
presented were the organizations of people with 
disabilities - day care centers, schools and organizations of 
people with disabilities from the family of BAPID / Bulgarian 
Association of People with Intellectual Disabilities/ - 17. 
Most volunteers participated in daily activities and 
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activities in day centers, to help staff and volunteers who at this time of year are busy 
making souvenirs and cards for the Christmas holidays, which will be sold during their 
Christmas bazaars. 

In some places, the volunteers work on refreshing and cleaning rooms and yards in the day 
care centers, and in the libraries in Blagoevgrad, Sevlievo and Haskovo - in arranging the 
library fund and refreshing reading rooms. In the city of Plovdiv, together with families with 
children with Down syndrome, Bulstrad employees participated in kneading bread with the 
help of the Bakery Network. At the University Hospital “St George” in Plovdiv, they helped 
the teachers from “Education and health” Association in the refreshment of the hospital 
school –it was closed in 2017 and opened again, thanks to donors and volunteers. 

More than 150 employees of Paysafe Bulgaria, provider of payment solutions, were included 
in the Volunteering Day of the company on 9 October, organized with the professional 
assistance by BCause Foundation. The volunteers donated their time for 5 causes. They 
refreshed the yard and painted the fence of the Daytime Center for children with disabilities 
“St Vrach”. They helped with the organization of a charity quiz of the Cedar Foundation. They 
also learned more about the philosophy of zero waste life with ZeroWaste Bulgaria and 
produced handmade bio cosmetics and everyday life products. Donors also participated in 
the blood donation activities at the workplace.  

 

WORKPLACE GIVING 
In 2001, together with our first donors, we launched the first Bulgarian professional payroll 
giving program - an easy way for each and every employee to donate a small amount to 
charity each month, directly from their salary. With payroll giving, employer and employees 

can work together 
for a common cause. 

 Through BCause’s 
payroll giving 
mechanism, dozens 
of organizations 
receive regular 
funding from the 
monthly donations of 
hundreds of people. 
Payroll giving brings 
them a steady and 
predictable income 
to plan their core 
activities and 

dedicate themselves to what they do best - work directly with their beneficiaries and clients. 
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In 2019, nearly 3,600 employees from 40 Bulgarian companies donated exactly 537430,62 
BGN via payroll, supporting 70 charities and funds that are changing the lives of people 
and communities across the country every day. 

As always, the most popular causes are the scholarships for children and young people 
without parents and medical treatment and rehabilitation of children with disabilities. 

Workplace giving is changing and is gradually relocating online – several companies chose 
platformata.bg to organize workplace giving more easily and more quickly, giving the chance 
for their employes to participate from a distance, even if they cannot visit the event itself. 
Once again, the Christmas Charity Ball, organized by PPD, was organized online and managed 
to deliver new patient monitors for II SAGBAL Sheinovo, Obstetrics and Gynecology Hospital 
in Sofia. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING "RESPONSIBLE COMPANY - RESPONSIBLE 
EMPLOYEES" 
23 companies were awarded with the Annual Award for Workplace Giving for 2019. 

On 12 February the awards 
for companies, 
encouraging regular and 
responsible workplace 
giving, were given for the 
fifth time in a row. 

The annual award was 
founded by BCause 
Foundation, the Bulgarian 
Association for People 
Management and the 
Bulgarian Public Relations 
Society and in 2020 the 
organizers were joined by 

the Bulgarian Association of CSR Specialsts. 

More than two million leva were donated by the employees of the awarded companies in 
2019 in the shape of financial and non-financial donations – donated products, 
volunteering, etc. BGN 545 000 were raised by BCause payroll giving program alone – it 
allows everyone working on a full-time contract donate monthly for causes of their own 
choice. 

So what is the most common choice for donations by the employees?  
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Traditionally, Bulgarian donors 
donate mostly to causes, connected 
to the medical treatment of children, 
elderly people, colleagues and for 
social causes, but during the past few 
years it is evident that young people 
are more and more engaged with 
ecological causes, inovations in 
education, development of digital 
technologies, even human rights. 

The Bronze Award was given to Coca 
Cola Hellenic Bulgaria, Mondelez, 
Neterra, Telenor and The Taxback 
Group. 

The Silver Award was given to Contour Global Maritsa East, Holding Zagora, Paysafe, Telus 
International and TSD Services, and the Golden Award was given to seven companies - CITI, 
HPE Global Delivery Bulgaria Center, Isobar, SAP, Vivacom, А1 and UBB.  

The Association “United for Charity” at UBB won the special jury award for most dedidated 
and most devoted donors’ team. Two ladies were personally awarded for their personal 
contribution in the development of giving and volunteering at the workplace – Maya 
Kalcheva, marketing manager of Neterra and Margarita Evtimova, web analytics manager in 
Paysafe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2019 Annual Report of BCause Foundation  
 
 

15 
 

INCREASING ACCESS TO RESOURCES TO 
CHARITABLE ORGANISATIONS AND CAUSES 
(FUNDRAISING AND GRANTMAKING) 
 

FUNDRAISING TOOLS  
In support of active people and organizations seeking funding for their activities, BCause 
develops and maintains various fundraising tools. 

Pay-roll giving 
BCause Foundation introduced the so-called payroll giving in Bulgaria in 2001. In 2019, the 
program enjoys the support of more than 40 employers. Annual payroll donations are BGN 
537 430,62 for more than 48 causes and funds. 

  

The benefit of the payroll giving mechanism is that dozens of organizations receive funding 
from BCause as a result of the monthly donations of hundreds of people. For them pay-roll 
giving means regular and predictable income, with which they can plan their main activities.  
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How does the continued 
support look in words, and 
not in numbers: “Our 
Premature Children” 
Foundation was founded in 
2012 by three mothers of 
premature children in 
support of all those babies 
who came earlier to the 
world as well as their 
families. After five years of 
hard work they created a 
center for children 
development “Little 

Miracles” in 2017 – it is the first and only one, providing specialized complex therapeutic 
support and consulting to premature children, but also to children with developmental 
delays. The team includes psychologists, logopedists, ergotherapist/rehabilitator, specialist in 
early intervention for children, consulting pediatrician and neonatologist, as well as 
breastfeeding consultant. Many consultations are free of charge, thanks to the support by 
donors. 

In order for the help to be on time, serving the child’s individual needs and effective, 
perseverance and regular visitations of the specialists in early development are the necessary 
prerequsites. Parents are not always able to pay for these services, and the earlier the work 
with the child begins, the bigger the chance it doesn’t have any problems with its 
development. 

 

Unified Charitable Number DMS 17777 
The Unified charitable number (DMS) is a donation platform for giving through short text 
messages (SMS), in support of campaigns of individuals, causes and initiatives of 
nonprofit organisations and institutions. In Bulgaria DMS project is managed by the 
Bulgarian Donors Forum and the BCause Foundation developed together with Telenor, 
VIVACOM, A1 Bulgaria, UBB, Epay and Teracom. 

The donation mechanism DMS is increasingly recognizable year on year – the total number 
of the campaigns in 2019 was 264 in comparison to 2019 in 2018, and the new campaigns 
were 159, while in 2018 they were 87. 
 

ü 42 new campaigns for treatment of people 
ü 111 new NGO causes 
ü 6 new campaigns of public institutions – municipalities, culture centers, hospitals. 

 



2019 Annual Report of BCause Foundation  
 
 

17 
 

The total amount of the donations in 2019 marked a significant growth compared to that in 
2018 with 15%. As before, the main share of the donations belongs to the SMS donations, 
which are almost 80% of the total amount of donations in DMS in 2019. The number of the 
monthly SMS subscriptions is also sustainably growing – 20% more in 2019 in comparison to 
2018. The online donations increase their share to the total amount of donations from 12% 
to 20%, as a result to the renewed website and the new opportunities for support it offers. 

A total of 264 causes of people and organzations raised money through DMS in 2019. With 
the help of thousands of donors they received a total of BGN 1 284 046. 

Individuals’ campaigns 

In 2019 a total of 54 campaigns for treatment of people were active and 25 of them were 
new. The tendency of a big number of donation campaigns for treatment is preserved. We 
have to once again report a series of unresolved problems, connected to the work of the 
National Health Insurance Fund and the difficult access to financing for expensive treatment. 
After the closure of the Children's Medical Treatment Fund and its transfer to the National 
Health Insurance Fund more and more parents prefer to seek treatment for their children 
through donation campaigns. Many of them don’t even try to apply for support to the 
National Health Insurance Fund, because of their conviction that the answer would be either 
delayed or it would be negative. 
 
The total number of the closed campaigns for 2019 is 24: 

 
• The successfully closed campaigns are 10, 2 of them being in support of children with 

cerebral palsy  

• 5 campaigns were terminated because of death.     

• 8  campaigns were closed due to low donor activity or lack of contact to the holder.  

• One campaign was discontinued because, in the meantime, the MH funded the 
treatment.    

 

 

Organizations’ campaigns 

In 2019 funds through DMS have been transferred to 127 camapigns in support of non-
government organizations, culture centers, municipalities, boards, hospitals, parks and other 
public institutions. The reports received for the activtities, implemented with the raised 
funds, are 107.  

The fields of work of the organizations fall in the following categories: 
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Effect on the organizations from using DMS 

The organizations perceive their participation in DMS asnnot just an opportunity to raise 
funds. “At this stage we are happy that thanks to the initiatives we organized for rasing 
money for our cause, we found many new friends – parents, children, who want to work 
with us and be included in our activities”, one of the organizations reports in its report. 
Through receiving the status of a validated organization they increase their legitimacy and 
develop their skills to raise funds and be more present in the public space. The reaching of 
their financial goal traditionally is appreciately with the highest rates. 

Here’s how the organizations rate the effects from their participation in DMS: 

Гражданско	участие

Други	- спорт

Подкрепа	за	хора	в	третата	възраст

Развитие	на	общности

Бедствия	и	кризи

Човешки	права

Дейности	за	деца	в	институции

Природозащита

Социални	услуги	

Култура	/	изкуство

Лечение	/	рехабилитация

Подобряване	на	средата

Услуги	за	хора	с	увреждания

Образование	/	наука

Бездомни	животни

1

2

2

2

3

3

4

4

4

6

7

10

16

18

24

Категории
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Platformata.bg 

 

 Platformata (The Platform) was 
created in 2015 by the BCause 
Foundation with the idea to be the 
convenient tool for online donations by 
Bulgarian organizations and active 
citizens. 

Platformata is an online tool for 
donations from Bulgaria and abroad by means of credit or debit card via the Borika system, 
PayPal or bank transfer to the BCause donation account, as well as through CAF America for 
donors-tax payers in the USA. 

In 2019 there were 104 campaigns at Platformata.bg, which were closed by the end of the 
year. The total amount of the money raised is BGN 292 152,15. 

Those 104 campaigns are distributed in the following categories: 
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Most campaigns are for education/science, children in institutions and improvement of the 
environment. 

13 holders have more than one campaign. There are organizations which have more than 
one campaign. There are several organizations whose campaigns have been organized by 
outside initiators. 

 Beneficiary Number of campaigns 

1 Dechitsa Foundation 13 

2 Bulgarian Observable Huts Organization 6 

3 Multi Kulti Collective 5 

4 Ela I ti Foundation  5 

5 Four Paws Foundation 4 

6 Social Future Foundation - Jamba 3 

7 Caps for Future Initiative  2 

8 Embrace Me Association  2 

9 Specialized Hospital for Active Treatment of Children Diseases “Prof. Dr. Ivan 
Mitev” 

2 

10 Here and There Tourist Association  2 

11 PULSE Foundation 2 

12 Paliative Care for Children Foundation “Ida” 2 

13 Students in Action Association 2 
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Dechitsa Foundation, the Multi Kulti Collective and Social Future-Jamba Foundation were 
beneficiaries in the annual Charity Marathon "1000 km Balkan Charity Challenge" between 
Bucharest and Sofia, where the runners can choose between Bulgarian and Romanian charity 
causes and fundraise for them from their supporters. 

BCause Foundation held 3 campaigns for its own funds – the “Get Ready to Succeed” 
Scholarship Program, The Medical Treatment and Rehabilitation of Children Fund and the 
Fund to Support Women Victims of Domestic Violence. 4 campaigns were devoted to repairs 
and supplies for medical wards in hospitals, created by individual initiatiors and initiative 
groups like #Forthegood and Margarita Evtimova. 

In 2019 the biggest share of donations belonged to the campaign “Repairs of the Guts 
Infections Ward in Infectious Disease Ward at the University Hospital “St George”, Plovdiv – 
BGN 39 980, having topped the goal of BGN 35 000, conducted by the #Forthegood Initiative 
Group. Rumen Ignatov’s campaign to the advantage of Dechitsa Foundation exceeded its 
goal with almost 30%. 

In 2019 Platformata developed a new functionality - the “For Companies” section, which 
support various causes on a regular basis and give the chance to their employees to support 
them as well. 3 companies took up that chance. Bazaars, festive events, teambuilding charity 
– all of those events can use the option of online giving that platformata.bg delivers. Each 
company is able to create its own company page, so that its employees can donate for one 
or more causes. The company page has its company logo, main values and main activities in 
the field of social responsibility. The calls for help can reach easily its potential donors both 
in the company and outside it – parnters, clients, etc. 

An example for a successful company campaign is We are one - PPD! New medical monitors 
for ''Sheynovo'', which raised  BGN 11 130 лв. For the purchase of 2 patient monitors for the 
Second Specialized Obstetric-gynecological Hospital for Active Treatment "Sheynovo" 

 

Giving without boarders 
 

Europe 

BCause is the Bulgarian partner of Transnational 
Giving Europe (TGE), a network of 22 European 
countries that facilitates cross-border giving. The 
givers from these countries have the opportunity to 
benefit from tax relief for donations in the country 
where they pay taxes. They can direct their donation 

to non-profit organizations, universities, schools, healthcare facilities and other legitimate 
recipients in the member countries. 



2019 Annual Report of BCause Foundation  
 
 

22 
 

Beneficiaries of the donation must be verified by the partner foundation in the respective 
country and approved by partners in other countries. 

In 2019 the approved Bulgarian organizations were joined by the American University in 
Bulgaria. 

The total amount of donations received for Bulgarian recipients in 2019 is EUR 9552.  

Foundation for Social Change and Inclusion received the most donations during the year.  

USA 

Bulgarian organizations can raise donations in the US with the help of CAF America and 
BCause by creating a campaign at platformata.bg. In 2019 BGN 3169 were raised, most of 
them for the campaign for Medical treatment for Vladimir Stoyanov. 
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DONOR FUNDS 
BCause manages several thematic giving funds. The funds are supported by individual and 
corporate donations. 

The money from 2 of the funds are allocated for scholarships and medical treatment of 
children, and the rest provide support to non-profit organisations, schools, kindergartens, 
community centres in the form of competion. 

Finances 

Description Starting 
Balance (BGN) 

Income 
 (BGN) 

Expenditure  
(BGN) 

Final balance 
(BGN) 

Medical Treatment and rehabilitation 
of children with palcy Fund 32 027,10 24 992,28 29 665,08 27 354,31 

Sport for Children with Disabilities 
Fund 2 360,23 2 046,65 3 360,00 1 046,88 

We can Fund 693,52 24 383,55 12 502,00 12 575,07 

Organisations for People with 
Disabilities Fund 495,78 405,81 767,00 134,59 

Our Parents Fund 8 240,91 20 173,09 1 026,85 10 905,32 

Environmental Protection Fund 1 506,36 453,00 45,30 1 914,06 

Charity Bazaars and Events Fund 344,64 94,00 9,40 429,24 

Get Ready to Succeed Scholarships 113 407,34 208 487,59 177 352,88 144 542,05 

Fund to Support Women Victims of 
Domestic Violence - 38 207,96 26 648,09 12 947,71 
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Get Ready to Succeed Scholarships 

 

BCause Foundation awarded 93 children with the “Get ready to Succeed” Scholarship – 
children who have lost their parents or have grown up in institutions. 

Some of the awardees have already graduated and are currently employed donated to the 
programe. 

For the 14th consecutive year BCause Foundation supported excellent 12th grade students 
and undergraduate and master students. 

Again, this year most awardees are medicine students – 17. Among the awardees are also 
law students, 3 future pharmacists, language students, software engineers, actors, 
musicians. 

“25 companies and more than 1000 individual donors support “Get Ready to Succeed”each 
year. We see that with our eyes and minds, but with our hearts we see such smiles, such 
people that inspire us day after day. We have awardees who have already turned into donors 
of the program”, Veselina Yordanova of BCause Foundation says. 

I want to be successful because I want to 
help people with a fate, similar to mine”, 
Tenyo Georgiev, former awardee and 
current donor, says. 

Miroslava Ivanova from Nova TV was 
once again wih us. She was an 
ambassador of the initiative. She wished 
the awardees to work hard and follow 
their dreams. 
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For the past 14 years BCause Foundation gave away 134 scholarships – their total amount 
exceeds BGN 2 100 000. Our awardees are trained in prestigious universities and degrees in 
Bulgaria, they are motivated, result-oriented and active. Through this program they not only 
have the opportunity to continue their education, but also to receive support for their career 
start and meet leading employers. 

Since its creation the “Get ready to Succeed” scholarship has been implemented in 
partnership with the “Sirak” Foundation.  

 BCause Foundation raises funds for the “Get ready to Succeed” scholarship through the 
whole year. You could support the Programme via SMS at DMS 17 777, key word USPEH or 
online at Platformata.bg 

 

Fund to Support Women Victims of Domestic Violence  
In 2019 BCause Foundation founded a Fund to support women victims of domestic violence. 

The Fund targets organizations, which give legal, psychological and social consultations and 
manage crisis accomodation centers. The women and their children receive support and 
protection, emotional recovery and social rehabilitation. In order to leave the violence 
environment and go on with their lives, they need encouragement and faith in their own 
strength and abilities. 

There is no exact statistics on the number of victims of domestic violence despite the 
summarized reports that every fourth woman has been subjected to such violence. The 
financing through state delegated budgets does not cover a lot of the real needs of the 
organizations. On the other hand, the donor programs take it for a fact that the 
organizations have budgets. 

The fund will be supplied with corporate and private donations. The funds will be distributed 
through contests among the organizations, working in the field. The types of activities which 
will be supported are the following: 

• Psychological and social consultation, mediation in contacting other institutions, legal 
advice and court cases under the Law for protection from domestic violence, a 
hotline for victims 

• Mobile work with open reception rooms in small towns and villages, so that women 
from the most remote places can have access to support in a situation with violence 

• Work with perpetrators of domestic violence, which is only ever funded through 
projects at the Ministry of Justice – these projects are limited in time and the 
program is within a longer period of time 

• Medical care – a considerable number of the cictims do not have medical insurance 
as well as income to pay for medical examination and certificate 

• Food, including for babies, medicines, clothes, shoes, means for rent 
• Professional classes for beauticians, hairdressers, waitresses 
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In 2019 the Fund to support women victims of domestic violence raised a total of BGN 36 
000.  

Dozens of people donated at platformata.bg, Paysafe Bulgaria, PPD, DSK Bank, CitiBank 
Bulgaria employees, Omegasoft. The fund received a grant from the International Women 
Club. 

Distribution of the funds 
PULSE Pernik – BGN 8950 

16 children will go to the cinema every month for a whole year, they will visit dancing and 
drawing classes and participate in art therapy classes. 

Textbooks and manuals have been bought at the beginning of the school year and additional 
classes for making up for missed school attendance were paid. 

The organization also has budget for the whole year for medicines, sanitary materials for the 
women and emergency health and psychological consultation for the children, for sports and 
cultural activities for the children, accommodated at the crisis center, during Easter and 1 
June (children’s day). 

Crisis Center Dimitrovgrad – BGN 4950  

For the equipment of a friendly playing room for the children, accommodated at the crisis 
center, as well as a study with 5 desks and multimedia. For sports and cultural activities for 
the children, accommodated at the crisis center on occasion of Easter and 1st June. 

Naya Targovishte – BGN 450 

The organization works with women and children, living in violent environment and the 
donation supplied them with art activities on occasion of Easter and 1st June. 

Samaritans, Stara Zagora – BGN 450 

For sports and cultural activities for the children, accommodated at the crisis center on 
occasion of Easter and 1st June.    

Expenses for court case – BGN 2000 

The donation covered an emergency travel by a laywer and conducting a suit in a foreign 
country, so that a child whose health and life nad been threatened. 

Open Door Center – BGN 5000 

In support of more than 30 women and children, victims of domestic violence in the newly 
opened consultating center in Lovech (currently in implementation). 

Counsil of the Women refugees in Bulgaria – BGN 5000 

For accommodation of women refugees and their children, victims of domestic violence in 
Bulgaria (currently in implementation). 

„Fund for crime prevention IGA“ Foundation –BGN  5000 
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For psychological, social and legal support of victims of domestic violence in Pazardzhik 
(currently in implementation). 

The last three projects were financed in the general competition, held by BCause Foundation 
and the Bulgarian Women Fund. The competition financed 9 projects of total value BGN 43 
598. 

 

Sport for Children with Disabilities Fund 

 

In 2019 the fund managed to ensure water rehabilitation and adapted swimming for children 
in Gabrovo. 

BCause Foundation supported the cause of “Equal Start 2008” Association. Thus more than 
20 children with disabilities in Gabrovo visited water rehabilitation and adapted swimming in 
2019. 

The water activities – adapted swimming and water rehabilitation – were especially enjoyed 
by the children and have an undeniable effect on their improvement. Here are some words 
by the parents: 

“My name is R.I., mother of K. He uses water rehabilitation for the third consecutive year in 
Gabrovo. We can’t describe in words the joy in his eyes from his achievement. We want to 
thank from the bottom of our hearts to his coach and rehabilitator Georgi Levicharov, who 
witnesses his growth every single day. His help is priceless to us. We thank all organizers who 
are the reason for the tears of joy in our eyes and the common smiles on our faces.” 
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We Can Fund 
 
In 2019 the We Can Fund financed projects by 3 
organizations that work for the socialization and 
employment of disadvantaged young people – the 
PULSE Foundation, Pernik, “Open Door Center” 
Foundation and “Zero Wave” EOOD. The projects will 
be implemented in 2020. 
 
The funds were raised by members of the American 
Chamber of Commerce at a traditional charity dinner 
on Thanksgiving. 
 

Medical Treatment and 
Rehabilitation of Children Fund  
In 2019 the Fund was approached for financial 
support by parents of children, suffering from cerebral 
palsy,  

През 2019 год. към фонда са се обърнали за 
финансова подкрепа родителите на деца, 
страдащи от детска церебрална парализа, mental 
development disorder, иntellectual disability, autism, 
speech disorder, Retinopathy of prematurity, 
hyperactive disorder, general development disorder, 
Brainstem hemorrhage.  

A child with special educational needs has been 
supported for psychological consultations and a child 
in woke coma due to drowning for therapy in the 
“Margenia” Center in Polland. 

The clinical pahthway for rehabilitation of children with cerebral palsy covers 10 procedures 
(two weeks without the weekends). For the children with permanent address in Sofia, Sofia 
Municipality finances another 10 procedures, so that there aren’t long pauses in the therapy. 
Unfortunately, the children, living outside the capital, don’t have that kind of privilege, and 
the parents need to find finances, which they usually don’t have at hand. 

In children with diseases, different from cerebral palsy, for example epilepsy, the situation is 
even more complicated, because the clinical pathway is for 1-2 courses rehabilition per 
annum, which is highly inefficient. 

In comparison to 2018 there is a drop in the request for financing of purchase of additional 
aids. 

“Marti’s diagnosis is Autism spectrum 
disorder (ASD). His problem was found when 
he was 2 (he is now almost 7) and since then 
we have been trying to improve his condition. 
These efforts of supplying the necessary 
therapies for him demand funds that my 
family of four, depending only on my public 
officer’s salary, cannot afford. 

It’s a fact that thanks to the therapies, some 
of which were enabled by the donation we 
received in 2018 by BCause Foundation’s 
Medical Treatment and Rehabilitation of 
Children Fund Marti managed to significantly 
improve his development. That’s why we 
once again depend on your compassion.” 

“I turn to you with a plea for help! My 
daughter is called Neda, she’s 9. When she 
was 4 and a half, she suffered from brainstem 
hemorrhage. After three brain surgeries and 
three months in a coma, our daily battle for 
her recovery began. She’s with left 
hemiparesis, her condition is similar to that 
after having suffered a stroke. We have 
achieved almost independent walking after 
series of rehabilitations. In order for her to 
fully recover her normal walking we need the 
Smart S Pharma walking system. It was 
recommended to us by an orthopedician, a 
neurologist and an attending physician. It will 
give her stability and in time will make her 
walking normal. The device will also be used 
for rehabilitation of her left hand. She’s a 
second grade student and her biggest dream 
is “to be like she used to be”, using her own 
words.” 
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Help was sought by parents of 2 children with cerebral palsy for purchase of walkers and 
walking assistance system. 

32 children received support for complex rehabilitation at the "Children with Development 
Problems" Medical Centre, Sofia, Water Way Foundation, Logos ABC Center,  Logopedic 
Center “Dara”. “Milea” Center, “Together we can more” Foundation, Personality Institute 
“Logoland”, “Fireflies” Center, “Fireflies A-Z”, Karin Dom, Center for Psychological Helath, 
Ana Zaimova logopedist, “Doris”OOD, MC DNH. 

The funds were raised by individual payroll donors, employees of the companies: 

A1, AVIASO BULGARIA EOOD, Mondelez Bulgaria Holding, Telenor Bulgaria EAD, Paysafe, 
Astrazeneka Bulgaria EOOD, Atos IT Solutions and Services Ltd, Bianor Holding AD, Bulgarian 
National Radio, AIMS Human Capital Bulgaria, Coca-Cola HBC, Omegasoft OOD, “Sveti Kiril I 
Metodi” High School, Kozloduy, Tik42, PHOENIX Pharma, Sternwald SDC, as well as Laywers 
Union Spasov, Bratanov and Vera Mihaylova.  
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP  
Social enterprises will play an important role in the development of the Bulgarian economy 
because they have the potential for sustainable growth, involving different social groups. 
BCause is actively discussing the place, shape and appropriate incentive measures for social 
entrepreneurship in the Bulgarian context through our Coalition Forum of Social Enterprises 
in Bulgaria and as its representative in the permanent Group for Social Economy at the 
Ministry of Labour and Social Policies. 

We implement and develop our 
understanding of social enterprises in our 
own programmes through the Rinker 
Center for training and entrepreneurship, 
which plays an important part in the setting 
of that trend  the development of Bulgarian 
economics. The number of active people, 

willing to invest in the development of Bulgarian economics, is growing. 2019 was especially 
insensive for us and we managed to implement 3 large-scale programs, proving that our 
mission and work have huge potential. 

In search for balance we turned our efforts to a national program, one for the region of 
Sofia, Pernik and Tran, and one for the regions of Kardzhali, Haskovo, Blagoevgrad and 
Silistra. Thus we gave a chance to various groups to use the full scale of our expertise and 
support in the accelerator programs and the following mentors’ programs. We worked with 
more than 150 teams, distributing an awards fund amounting to 105 thousand years. 

For the third consecutive year we are coorganizers of the Course for social entrepreneurship 
at the Sofia University, with more than 35 people who graduated. 

We participated in more than 20 events, consulting the starting enterpreneurs. 

The third consecutive 3-year contract under the “Erasm for young enterpreneurs” program, 
giving opportunities to young enterpreneurs to receive practical experience and mentor 
support by an experienced colleague in another European country. We realized the first 5 
exchanges and 5 more are undergoing prepration for their participation in 2020. 

Three of the memmbers of the foundation’s team finished a Course for Trainers on the Social 
Economics Problems, organized by the Ministry of Labor and Social Politics. 
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ACCELERATOR PROGRAMS 

Academy for local entrepreneurs 3.0 
For the third consecutive year we organized the accelerator program “Academy for local 
entrepreneurs”, as part of the “Summer for Joy, Autumn for Care” program. It was especially 
created for individuals with entrepreneurship ideas from the tobacco growing regions in 
Bulgaria as part of Philip Moris Bulgaria’s long term commitment to the local communities of 
the rerions, where the company operates: Kurdjali, Haskovo, Blagoevgrad and Silistra. 
The award fund for the third edition amounted to BGN 25 000. 
 
 At the beginning of the autumn, a 
team of trainers with expertise in 
business planning, social 
entrepreneurship, marketing and 
communications worked for free 
on-site for a few days with 
entrepreneurial people who want 
to develop their new business or 
turn their business into an 
enterprise.  
We held 15 meetings and our 
experts consulted more than 150 people. 50 applications were received through the website 
of Rinker Center, which is a significant rise in comparison to last year. We invited 35 teams to 
an interview and we chose 14 teams to take part in the Accelerator, which was held in Sofia.  
They developed bussiness plans and prepared themselves to present their ideas in front of 
the jury at the beginning of 2020. 
 
Four projects won financial support which will help them to turn the ideas into reality: 
 

● The big prize of BGN 10 000 and one-year mentor support went to the tahini house 
“Atanas and family”. This is a family business in the town of Harmanli, which gives a 
new life to the centuries-old 
tradition in the production of tahini. 
Sofia Neycheva and Pavel Trandev, 
brother and sister, produce all kinds 
of tahini out of raw nuts, to 
preserve their nutrients and use the 
old technology of “double grinding” 
in millstones, and their father 
Atanas produces the fine cream 
texture of the delicious tahini. 
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● Iliyana Petrova and Nikifor Nikiforov 
won a prize of 5000 leva. Their start-
up “Starseeds”, Blagoevgrad, is for 
the production of hands and face 
cosmetics from natural oils. In 
addition, they want to propagate the 
idea of a more natural and 
sustainable way of living and urge 
their clients to consciously use 
ecological products and preserve the 
environment. In order to succeed, they need a room which must be turned in their 
lab, as well as means to register theproduced cosmetics products.  
 

 
● “Kamen’s Flowers” is a young project 

for production and selling of flowers, 
based at the village of Oreshnik, 
Haskovo. Its founder Kamen 
Bakardzhiev tries to prove not only to 
himself but to his coevals that life in a 
deserted Bulgarian village is possible 
and can actually be nice for young and 
ambitious people, respecting their roots 
and connection to Earth. Having started 
three years ago, researching the market 
and doing testing sellings in the Internet, his prokject is ready to move to the next 
stage and he will do it with financial support, amounting to BGN 5000 
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● Simona Todorova is the creator of the “Sprinkles” Sweetshop, which is located in 
Razlog. She earns her clients and many fans with the taste of her cakes and sweets, 

which are made of natural products. 
The sweetshop itself is very cozy and 
warm. Simona will expand her 
production so that the quality she 
offers can reach more people. She 
also received BGN5000.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

Тhe budget of the entrepreneurial component of the program: USD 47 278  

 

Rinker Youth Challenge 

In 2019 we continued working on the accelerator program, implemented with the financial 
support of Citi Foundation. Rinker Youth Challenge aims to support the development of 
entrepreneurial mindset and leadership skills among young entrepreneurs. 



2019 Annual Report of BCause Foundation  
 
 

34 
 

 

The program started with 5 information events, which took place in Sofia, Veliko Turnovo, 
Varna, Burgas, Plovdiv, Gabrovo and Gorna Oryahovitsa. The team of the Rinker Center met 
with over 500 young people who wanted to start their own businesses. The process of 
selection of the most promising projects to move to the next stage of the program was 
implemented. 

60 teams (120) particpants were invited to participate in the Mixer - the pre-accelerator 
program, which managed to 
meet the participants with 
more than 30 experts within 4 
days. The experts assisted 
them in the process of 
development and validation 
of the ideas. The last day of 
the Mixer was held in the 
form of a demo day, where 
the participants presented 
their ideas and advance to the 
experts. The twelve most 
promising teams continued to 
the accelerator. 
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The accelerator was held in Borovets, where within 5 days the teams continued their work, 
in some days working until 11 p.m. we raised the level and worked on the business planning, 
the finances and the presentational skills. There was yet another meeting with the mentors 
and the experts, and during the “speed-dating” the participants met five investors and 
shared their ideas. Everone received feedback and most teams received precious contacts 
and support which helped them realize their ideas at a later stage.  

After the deliverance of their business plans 19 teams reached the big final where they 
presented their projects before the expert jury. The suspence was high, the questions were 
difficult to answer, but all of them performed magnificently and the jury had to make 
difficult decisions, choosing the winners. The award fund was distributed between 5 teams: 

• BGN 20 000 - Business Advisor is a company which 
helps the business deal with bureaucracy, using modern 
technologies for automatization.  Using their platform we can 
perform various administrative procedures like entering 
registers, gaining permissions or licenses, accounting services, 
website development, preparation of general conditions and 
documentation for protection of personal data. 
 

• BGN 20 000 - Zero Wave wants to help all restaurants, 
catering firms and people who use plastic utensil and plates 
to get rid of them. The company offers bio-degradable and 
edible plates and utensils, producing them from the residual 
malt from the production of beer. Thus they solve not one, 
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but two problems – those of breweries and of establishments and companies for fast 
food. 

 
• BGN 20 000- PIXI Photobooks is a company for digital 

photo books. We choose photos from our cell phones and 
upload them to the platform and it orders them in a stylish 
photo book that we get delivered at home. 
 

• BGN 10 000 - Binge OFF is a company that helps people, 
suffering from the Binge Eating Disorder. The platform offer 
monthly personal programs and video trainings, based on a 
system of scientifically proved sustainable and measurable 
methods for behavioral therapy, flexible diet and a workout 
routine. Its creator Zhasmina Gevezieva, having experienced the 
disorder herself, as well as the treatment, is a national 
powerlifting champion in the up to 52 kg category. 
 

• BGN 10 000 – Tinusaur offers instruments and tools for 
multidiscipline trainings combining Physics, Mathemathics and 
Computer Studies within the school program with a practical 
approach and elements of entrepreneurship. The platform 
develops STEM skills in teenangers and provides both teachers 
and students with an opportunity to produce and program their 
first smart tools, capable of performing a series of commands, all 
by themselves. 

 

Budget of the program:  USD 200 000 
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TRAININGS AND EXCHANGES FOR ENTREPRENEURS 

SEEDplus – an opportunity for starting young entrepreneurs  
Since 1 February 2029 we started a new three-year project SEEDplus2 – (2019/2022), 
financed by the “Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs” by the European Commission.1 

The project supports the exchanges between new and experienced entrepreneurs within the 
EU and continues to support the pilot 
initiative for broadening the frames of the 
program outside Europe: in the USA (the New 
York and Pennsilvania states), Israel and 
Singapore. Starting entrepreneurs from 
Bulgaria are given the chance to work and 
exchange experience and ideas for business 

development with an experienced entrepreneur from another European country. Besides, 
experienced Bulgarian organizations can apply to become hosts for foreign young 
entrepreneurs. 

In 2019 we sent four Bulgarian young entrepreneurs in Italy and Germany. Another five are 
yet to travel to Spain, the USA, Polland and the Netherlands. Two hosts from Bulgaria 
welcomed young entrepreneurs from Italy and Romania, and the third one is expected to 
arrive from the Netherlands.  

Knowledge and skills for successful business  
From July 2018 until November 2019 BCause Foundation worked on the ambitious project, 
called “Knowledge and Skills for Successful Business”. Financed under the “Support for 
Entrepreneurship” procedure within the “Human Resources Development” Operational 
Programme 2014. 

Our main goal was to encourage the 
entrepreneurship, helping people with 
entrepreneur ideas to form them into working 
business models, and later – into plans. Many of 
the participants are unemployed or are 
graduating at the university, or people, who have 
left their jobs in order to seek occupation in 
implementing their own project. 

We created a special manual for self work on the 
ideas. The practical examples give a clear idea to 

the applicant-entrepreneurs for the intensive and difficult work ahead of them. 

 
1BCause Foundation is the Bulgarian partner in a consortium of nine organizations: Euclid Network (The Netherlands), Ruprecht-Karls-
Universitaet Heidelberg (Germany), Group SOS (France), ESLIDER Portugal Associacao (Portugal), Academy of entrepreneurship Astikietaira 
(Greece), BCause Foundation (Bulgaria), University of Tessaly (Greece), Camaraoficial de comercioindustria y navegacion de Cantabria 
(Spain). 
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After the informational campaign and a total of 14 informational meetings in Sofia, Samokov 
and Pernik within 10 months we held trainings with 90 people, 75 of them took up the 
following mentor support (in accounting, commercial law, digital marketing and business 
planning, management, human capital, etc.) of our experts and 30 of them have detailed 
business plans and worked hard on the starting of a successful business of their own. 

Production of food supplements, souveneers trade, healthy fast food and feeding regimes, 
consulting businesses, innovative education ideas on various themes, video and 
advertisement, are among the various interests of the participants. With some of them we 
will continue working on other programs and others attracted us to be their clients. 

Budgetof the program: USD 156 120,80, of which BGN 132 702,68 is financed by  the 
European Social Fund and BGN 23 418,12 is nationally financed, “Support for 
entrepreneurship” procedure, BG05M9OP001-1.023-0022 

Social Entrepreneurship course at the Faculty of Economics and Business 
Administration, Sofia University  
In March 2019 the third edition of the Social Entrepreneurship course at the the Faculty of 
Economics and Business Administration, Sofia University, started. The course was initiated by 
“United Ideas for Bulgaria”, and the Rinker Center for entrepreneurship and education at 
BCause Foundation is co-founder, having Yavor Gochev as one of its main lectors. The course 
is designed for bachelors and masters and brings credit points to the students at the Faculty 
of Economics and Business Administration. It includes 15 lectures, which present leading 
world practices and discuss borh international and Bulgarian cases and social enterprises. 
The course is one of the most visited at the faculty, and in 2019 35 students successfully 
finished it. 

In 2019 we met people of all ages from the whole country and their common feature is that 
they are active, motivated to work for themselves, but also to change their environment and 
the society, their own towns and villages. The satisfaction for our team is that we 
encouraged them at the right moment to continue fighting and evolving, we helped them 

believe in themselves, face 
the challenges and 
restructure their ideas so 
that they can see them 
come into life. For us 
working with the teams, 
who were trained in our 
programs, never ends only 
with the trainings or the 
mentor program. We 
continue meeting, sharing 

useful contacts and information for new opportunities, programs and financing, we seek 
them as friends and become their first clients. 
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It is especially inspiring that we pride ourselves with an alumni network, who actively keep 
up their connections. The intensive work created many friendships and colleage 
relationships. The Rinker community of successful and development-oriented people is 
growing bigger, which makes us even more motivated in our mission.  

 
ADVOCACY 
In 2019 BCause supported opinions of the sector on important subjects, influencing the 
environment, the trust and the legal tools with which the non-government organizations 
follow their mission. We took part and support the coming into force of the Law for Social 
Services, so that children and adults, people with disabilities and other vulnerable groups can 
have equal access to contemporary services and professional support. 

We declare ourselves against the attempts by government institutions and political parties 
to destroy the trust in the sector and build political dividents on the distortion of the NGO’s 
participation in society and in the state. In 2019 such were the delay of the Law for Social 
Services, the suggestion for the termination of the Bulgarian Helsinki Committee activities. In 
2020 an attack against the newly elected Civil Society Council followed, as well as 
suggestions for change in the Non-Profit Legal Entities Act, which  drastically increase the 
administrative load  and contain an attempt for staining the organizations, receiving funds 
from abroad. 
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COMMUNITIES 
 
„Helen L. Rinker Ashley” Fund 
The “Helen L. Rinker Ashley” Donation Fund has been financing projects in the village of 
Voditsa and the region since 2011. In 2014, the “Rinker Training and Entrepreneurship 
Center” was established with funds from the Fund. 

In 2019 we organized a new English class for children and adults and paid the rest of the 2 
financed awards in Rinker Challenge #4. 

Budget of the project in 2019: BGN 15 461 
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DEVELOPMENT OF GIVING ENVIRONMENT 
We are working for an encouraging environment for effective giving and social investment 
and sustainable development of civil society organisations. 

We make efforts and make a distinctive contribution towards improving the legal and tax 
environment for donations, for the formation of national policies and practices in relation to 
NGOs, health care, social assistance and social entrepreneurship. 

We develop special projects that inform, analyze, inspire and celebrate giving and 
philanthropy. 

The BCause Foundation enjoys an excellent reputation among Bulgarian non-profit 
organisations, businesses, individual donors and state authorities. 

 

#GivingTuesday  
http://givingtuesday.bcause.bg 

 

Bulgaria marked the celebration on 3 December with a giving campaign and a forum under 
the motto “Giving at School in Person”. For the third consecutive year BCause Foundation, 
the official Bulgarian partner of the world movement, organizes a national informational and 
giving campaign on occasion of the celebration of generosity and giving - #GivingTuesday. 
For 4 weeks 30 schools from across the country raised funds for their school projects – from 
instrument for the school orchestra through sensor room to sports playground. Two 
donation platforms participated in the initiative – DMS Bulgaria (united charitable number) 
and Platformata.bg. The school campaigns managed to raise a total of BGN 33911,8 from 
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1504 donors through the giving platorms. The schools also organized charitable events 
where they raised further BGN 43 459. 

Partners in the sharing of information on the #Giving Tuesday were the Bulgarian Donors 
Forum, the National Network for Children, Teach for Bulgaria,  The Duke of Edinburgh’s 
International Award, as well as the business associations Bulgarian forum of the business 
leaders, The American Chamber of Commerce in Bulgaria,  

Партньори в разпространяването на информация за #ЩедриятВторник тази година 
станаха Български дарителски форум, Национална мрежа за децата, Заедно в час, 
Международната награда на херцога на Единбург, както и бизнес асоциациите 
Български форум на бизнес лидерите, Американска търговска камара, The Un Global 
Compact Local Network Bulgaria and the British-Bulgarian Business Association.  

BCause Foundation invited big companies to choose from the school projects and “adopt” 
them by funding their campaign at the #GivingTuesday Forum. The companies who donated 
and supported the initiative were: А1, Overgas, UBB, Kinstellar, Era, Dundee Precious 
Metals-Chelopech and Dundee Precious Metals-Krumovgrad, HP Enterprise, Aurubis. The 
general sponsor of the Forum was Tick42. The event was live-streamed on Facebook and 
Youtube by Soundvision. 

 

GivingTuesday 2019 
forum  

The “Giving Tuesday 
2019” Fourm was held 
on 26 November in Sofia 
under the motto “Giving 
at School in Person”. On 
stage at Club 1 in the 
National Palace of 
Culture speaking were: 
Denitsa Sacheva, vice-
minister of the Ministry 
of Education and 

Science, Miguel Hernández, Commercial Attaché at the USA Embassy in Bulgaria, Lyubov 
Kostova, director of the British Council in Bulgaria, Linda Auanis, founder and chairwoman of 
the Council of the Women Refugees in Bulgaria, Seniha Beyhan, director of the “Sveti Sveti 
Kiril I Metodi” Primary School in Pravda village, Silistra Region, Lybomir Alamanov, 
Aleksander Hristov and Daniel Kiryakov – founders of the Center for Analysis and Crisis 
Communications, Krasimira Kircheva, teacher at the “Dimitar Blagoev” Primary School in 
Svishtov, Tihomira Naneva, teacher from the Teach for Bulgaria Program, Zlatina Staykova, 
teacher and founder of the Education and Helath Association. The forum ended with a two-
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hour rock concert by two school bands – 58 Degrees from the Sofia Mathematics High School 
and The Clinkyous Company from the German High School. 

 

Giving in Bulgaria, report 2019 
 

Young people in Bulgaria are significantly more inclined to donate money and work as 
volunteers for causes they are interested in, in comparison to older generations. This is the 
result of the report “Giving in Bulgaria 2019”, which aims at delivering a better 
understanding of how, why and for what people tend to donate in Bulgaria 

The youngest people, those between 18 and 24, are more likely to have donated during the 
pasty 12 months than those older than them (72% against 51%). Furthermore, people 
between 18 and 34 are more likely to be volunteers than all others – 45% against 34% 

The analysis shows the following key data for individual giving behaviour in Bulgaria: 

• Half of the people (51%) have donated during the past 
12 months – to charities, religious organizations/the Church 
or directly to someone.  

• Support for children is the most popular cause among 
Bulgarians – more than 53% of the donors have chosen a 
cause, helping children. 

• The typical amount of a donation for the last 12 
months is BGN 100.  

• Donating in cash is the most popular method (57%), 
followed by donating boxes in shops/supermarkets (52%) and 
sending donor text messages (46%). 

• The most common explanation for the motivation 
behind the act of generosity is that we all need to become 
part of the solution for the major social problems. Such is the 
answer of every two out of five asked people (45%). 

• About one third (34%) share that they have 
volunteered during the past year and the most supported 
cause is again “Supprot for children” (46%). 

Most Bulgarians feel that charity organizations influence in a 
positive way the country both internationally and from within, in their community and place 
of living. 

For comparison the World Giving Index of CAF 2018 shows significantly lower levels of 
charity activity for Bulgaria:  

● Helping a stranger – 42% 
● Making donations – 18% 
● volunteering – 5% 
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The difference results from the fact that the World Charity Index is based on people’s 
behavior only during the past one month, usually in the summer. 
 

That’s why we can claim that people in Bulgaria are prone to donate and volunteer as a rule, 
but not during the whole year, but rather on a campaign principle. Regular giving is not so 
popular among Bulgarians. 

Yet the results from the new research “Giving in Bulgaria” give us hope that there are young 
and engaged people in Bulgaria and it is only a matter of time for this behavior to turn into 
mass culture. 

 

World Giving Index 2019 
A ten year world-wide research, including 1.3 million people, shows that despite the growing  
giving culture in dozens of countries, there is also a recent tendency of decreasing of giving 
in some of the richest countries in the world.  

The “10 Years World Giving Index” Report of the British organization CAF presents 
summaried data from research of charity and volunteering in 128 countries for the 2009-
2018 period, marking the long-standing tendencies. In Bulgaria the results are analysed and 
reported by BCause Foundation. 

The report identifies the 10 most generous countries for the past decade, as well as those at 
the bottom of the chart. 

Top 10 (average for the past 10 years): 1. The USA (58%), 2. Mianmar (58%), 3.New Zealand 
(57%), 4. Australia (56%),  5. Ireland (56%),  6. Canada (55%), 7. The United Kingdom (54%), 
8. The Netherlands (53%), 9. Sri Lanka (51%), 10.Indonesia (50%). 

Seven out of the ten most generous countries are among the richest in the world but in the 
top ten some poorer countries as Mianmar, Sri Lanka and Indonesia are also present. New 
Zealand (3d place) is the only one which is present in the top ten of all three questions of the 
research, namely: helping a stranger, making donations and volunteering. 

Bulgaria ranks 120, in the last ten, and is also the last out of all East European countries. 

Relatively high is the share of people in Bulgaria who report helping a stranger – 36%, and 
those giving money for a cause are 16%. Volunteering is 5% and that number has been sadly 
stable during the past decade. 
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Our country is the poorest in Europe and has been in constant combat against stable low 
salaries, the declining population, low birth rate and economic migration. 

The designated report “Giving in Bulgaria” evidences the development of the giving culture, 
and a new, younger generation, more active and is generally positive, but the instant picture 
shows changes so slow thart remain invisible. 

“Outside the emotions which the low ranking gives us, it also shows something we know and 
feel each day working in the environment of both donors and needing support: In Bulgaria 
charity is following events instead of bulding a transparent environment of support and 
solidarity. We are not lacking values but the belief that with regular giving we can prevent 
crises and participate in the accessibility of social activities. BCause Foundation has been 
working with the vision of charity as part of everyday life and we continue following it 
together with thousands of regular donors and dozens of respectable and working 
organizations.” - Elitsa Barakova. 
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BCAUSE PEOPLE 
Team 

Elitsa Barakova  
Executive Director 
 
Penka Tsvetkova 
Business Development and International 
Relations Director  

Lyudmila Atanassova 
NPO Programmes Director 

Vesselina Yordanova 
Donor Programmes Coordinator  

Iva Petrova 
Donor Programmes Coordinator 

Yavor Gochev 
Programme Director 
Rrinker Center for Entreprenuership and 
Training 

Dessislava Hurmuzova 
Medical Treatment of Children Fund and 
DMS Individuals Campaigns Coordinator 
 
Maya Kosseva 
Programme Coordinator 

Diana Stoykova 
NPO Programmes Coordinator  

Angel Velkov/Dochka Velkova 
IT administrator and database 

Yana Roupeva 
Volunteer Donor Programmes 

 

Board of Directors 
 
Chairman 
George Nikolov 

 
Members 

Boriana Kadmonova 
Executive Director Evrika Foundation  

Zachary Hampson 
Managing partner, Technology Transfer 
Associates 

Ivo Eugeniev 
Executive Director, Khan Asparuh AD 

Mihail Boyadjiev 
Attorney at Law, Partner “Dokovska, 
Atanassov & Associates” 

Michael Tachev 
Executive Secretary, St.St. Cyril and St. 
Methodius International Foundation 

Sasha Bezuhanova 
Founder of civil platform for debate and 
common actions MoveBG 
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Boriana Kadmonova 
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Michael Tachev 
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Mihail Boyadjiev 
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